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Book Reviews
" Th i s  i s  Mar ie ;  Kenne th ' s  mom.  I

wan ted  you  to  know tha t  you r

books  have  landed  i n  t he  Cook

Coun t y  ja i l .  B l e s s i ngs ,  keep  up

the  good  wor k  -  by  Fa i t h !  exce l

-  exceed . "  Mar ie  W .

 

" I  wou ld  l i ke  to  t hank  you  fo r

you r  se r i e s  o f  Ch ron ic le s  o f

Hope  books .  I  have  p r i n ted  a l l  3

i n  hopes  o f  send ing  them to  my

nephew i n  p r i son . . .  p ray i ng  he

get s  ou t  w i th  a  new v i s i on ,

t hanks  to  you .  God  b le s s  you  my

b ro the r . "  B renda  A .  Geate r

 



 

 

 

 

 

At  t he  t ime  o f  t h i s

pub l i ca t ion ,  t he re  a re

seve ra l  s tandof f s ,  r i o t s  and

hunge r s t r i ke s  go ing  on  i n

p r i sons  bo th  na t iona l l y  and

in te rna t iona l l y .

 

Wa l l  S t ree t  Jou rna l  r epo r t s

tha t  bo th  i nmates  and

guards  say  t ha t  s i c k

i nmates  a re  be ing  p laced

back  i n to  gene ra l

popu la t ion  i n  Oakda le

fede ra l  p r i son ,  Lou i s iana .  

 

BREAKING POINT



 

 

 

 

 

A ma jo r i t y  o f  t hese

ind i v idua l s  have  what  we

ca l l  an  "ou t -da te "  o r  a  day

tha t  t hey  w i l l  be  re leased

f rom ja i l .  The  an t i c ipa t ion

fo r  t h i s  day ,  e spec ia l l y  fo r

somebody  who  i s  p resen t l y

de ta ined ,  can  be

ove rwhe lm ing  a t  t imes .  Now

coup le  t ha t  w i th  t he  anx ie t y

o f  know ing  tha t  t he re  a re

peop le  ou t  t he re  who  don ' t

rea l l y  wan t  t hem to  come

home.  I t  can  be  a  b i t  much .

 



 

 

 

 

 

Le t ' s  a l so  be  cons ide ra te  o f

the  fac t  t ha t  t he

Depar tment  o f  Co r rec t ions

and  loca l  j a i l s  a re  dea l i ng

w i th  someth ing  o f  wh ich

the re  has  neve r  been  a  d r i l l

o r  p ro toca l .  I t ' s  no t  a s  i f

t hey ' r e  t r y i ng  to  make

mat te r s  wo r se  fo r  t hose

who  a re  i nca rce ra ted  -  t ha t

wou ld  i n  no  way  benef i t

t hem.  Bu t  t he  ques t ion  i s  -

how can  they  make  mat te r s

eas ie r .  How can  we?

 



 

 

" O p e n  y o u r  m o u t h ,  j u d g e

r i g h t e o u s l y ,  d e f e n d  t h e

r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p o o r  a n d

n e e d y . "  

-  P rove rbs  3 1 : 9  ESV

 

A l l  o f  u s  a re  ca l l ed  to  be

empathe t i c .  A l l  o f  u s  have

been  commis ioned  to  g i ve

peop le  "ano the r  chance . "

Eve r y  l a s t  one  o f  u s  shou ld

use  ou r  vo ices  to  speak  on

the  beha l f  o f  t hose  who  a re

a t  t he i r  b reak i ng  po in t .

 



Mercy ,  de tached  f rom

Jus t i ce ,  g rows  unmerc i f u l .

-  C .S . Lew i s

 

One  o f  ou r  o rgan i za t ion ' s

i n i t i a l  i n ves to r s  once  to ld

me ,  " I f  t hey  d id  t he  c r ime  -

they  shou ld  do  the  t ime . "

He  wasn ' t  be ing  i n sens i t i ve ,

he  was  j u s t  s imp l y  t r y i ng  to

unde r s tand  why  I  wou ld

want  to  he lp  fo rmer l y

i nca rce ra ted  peop le .

NO MERCY



A cance r  su r v i vo r  he lp i ng

fo rmer  cance r  pa t ien t s  to

s tay  cance r  f ree  seems

admi rab le  to  me .  Bu t

somehow i t  takes  on  a

d i f fe ren t  conno ta t ion  when

you  ta l k  abou t  peop le  who

are  fo rmer l y  i nca rce ra ted

o r  peop le  who  a re  cu r ren t l y

i n  t he  c r im ina l  j u s t i ce

sy s tem.  We  shou ldn ' t  p i c k

and  choose  who  dese r ves

mercy  and  who  doesn ' t .

 



The re fo re ,  we  have  to  be

ju s t  a s  l i be ra l  w i th  ou r

j u s t i ce  as  we  ou r  w i th  ou r

mercy .  

 

We  can ' t  be  a  soc ie t y  t ha t

speaks  o f  me rcy ,  j u s t i ce

and  peace  bu t  t hen  shy

away  f rom ac t i ve l y  sha r i ng

these  v i r t ues  w i th  t hose

who  need  them the  mos t .

The re fo re ,  me rcy  and  ac t ion

mus t  coex i s t  so  t ha t  ou r

words  bea r  f r u i t .



Mercy  shou ld  i n  no  way  be

detached  f rom j u s t i ce .

 

I nmates  a t  t he  la rges t  j a i l

i n  t he  Ch icago land  reg ion

recen t l y  w ro te ,  "He lp ,  we

mat te r "  on  a  w indow.  More

than  450  i nmates  and  s ta f f   

t e s ted  pos i t i ve  fo r  t he

v i r u s .  Now ,  i f  you  we re  i n

one  o f  t hose  ce l l s ,  wou ldn ' t

you  want  ou t?  Or ,  shou ld

you  con t i nue  "do ing  the

t ime  because  o f  you r

c r ime?"



I nc iden t s  l i ke  t he  one  I  j u s t

desc r ibed  a re  happen ing  i n

ja i l s  and  p r i sons  na t ionw ide

-  some  r igh t  i n  ou r  own

backya rd .  When  w i l l  i t

become pe r sona l  enough

fo r  u s  to  embrace  empathy .

 

Me rcy  has  to  be  seen

th rough  the  eyes  o f  j u s t i ce

-  we  have  to  see  ou r se l ves

i n  t he  p ic tu re .  Or  e l se ,  we

can  become unmerc i f u l .  We

need  mercy  AND j u s t i ce .



JUSTICE

W h e n   j u s t i c e   i s  d o n e ,  i t  i s

a  j o y  t o  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  b u t

t e r r o r  t o  e v i l d o e r s .

P r o v e r b s  1 2 : 1 5  E S V

 

The  s to r y  o f  Jo seph  g i ves  a

g raph ic  p ic tu re  o f  h i s

b ro the r ' s  te r ro r  when  they

found  ou t  who  he  was

(Genes i s  45 :3 ) .  They  we re

ho r r i f i ed  because  they  knew

tha t  t hey  had  done  h im

wrong .  



I n   s ta r k  con t ras t ,  when

Joseph ' s  fa the r  Jacob  found

ou t  t ha t  Jo seph  was  s t i l l

a l i ve ,  h i s  r e sponse  was

to ta l l y  d i f fe ren t  (Genes i s

45 :25-28 ) .  The  b ib le  say s

tha t  "h i s  sp i r i t  r e v i ved"  -  he

t rea ted  Joseph  r igh t  so  he

had  no th i ng  to  fea r .

 

I   pe r sona l l y  be l i e ve  tha t

fea r  on l y  a r i se s  when

peop le  know tha t  t hey ' ve

been  un ju s t .



Fo r  cen tu r i e s  peop le  have

fea red  ce r ta i n  races

because  they  knew tha t

tha t  pa r t i cu la r  race  had

been  wronged  by  t he i r

ances to r s .  

 

On  the  o the r  hand ,  peop le

who  have  conduc ted

themse l ves  j u s t l y  o f ten

chee r  on  marg ina l i zed

peop le ,  e spec ia l l y  when

they  know tha t  t hey ' ve

taken  no  pe r sona l  pa r t  i n

the i r  dem i se .  



I n  o the r  wo rds ,  i f  you ' ve

pe r sona l l y  done  no th i ng

wrong . . .  t hen  what  a re  you

af ra id  o f?

 

R igh teous  peop le ,  o r  peop le

who  a re  r igh t  w i th  God ,

don ' t  have  any th i ng  to  fea r .

Usua l l y ,  f ea r fu l  peop le

a ren ' t  r i gh t  on  t he  i n s ide

and  soc ie t y  su f fe r s  due  to

the  i n secu r i t i e s  o f  some

and  the  app rehens ion  o f

o the r s .  

 



Acco rd ing  to  t he  N a t i o n a l

R e g i s t r y  o f  E x o n e r a t i o n s

t he re  a re  cu r ren t l y  2 ,60 1

exone ra t ions  w i th  23 ,000

yea r s  l o s t .  I n  o the r  wo rds ,

we  have  a  b roken  j u s t i ce

sy s tem.  Many  o f  t he  peop le

coming  home  f rom p r i son

a re  i nnocen t .  Ye t ,  many  o f

u s  j u s t i f y  ou r  fea r  o f  t hese

peop le  i n s tead  o f  re jo i c i ng

in  t he i r  f reedom.  Bu t  t he

r igh teous  re jo i ce  i n  j u s t i ce .

 



" P e a c e  I  l e a v e  w i t h  y o u ;

m y  p e a c e  I  g i v e  t o  y o u .

N o t  a s  t h e  w o r l d  g i v e s  d o

I  g i v e  t o  y o u .  L e t  n o t  y o u r

h e a r t s  b e  t r o u b l e d ,

n e i t h e r  l e t  t h e m  b e

a f r a i d . "  

-  John  14 :27  ESV

 

What  do  we  say  to  peop le

who  a re  a t  t he i r  b reak i ng

po in t?  We  say . . .  PEACE.

 

PEACE



I  pe r sona l l y  know peop le

who  have  commi t ted  su ic ide

and  none  o f  t hem were  i n  a

peacefu l  s ta te  when  they

le f t  t h i s  ea r th .  Some  peop le

m igh t  say ,  "We l l ,  t hey  we re

a t  peace  w i th  t hemse l ves . "

Maybe  so ,  bu t  i t ' s  h igh l y

un l i ke l y  t ha t  t hey  pos ses sed

" the  peace  o f  God . "  

 

God ' s  peace  i s  no t  t he

same  as  man ' s  peace .

 



I  k now what  i t ' s  l i ke  to  l i ve

i n  an  env i ronment  t ha t ' s  fa r

f rom peacefu l  and  ye t

expe r ience  t ranqu i l i t y  on

the  i n s ide .  And  tha t ' s  why  I

be l i e ve  tha t  t h i s  k i nd  o f

mate r ia l  shou ld  be  sha red

w i th  peop le  i n  j a i l  and  w i th

those  who  a re  be ing

re leased  f rom the

in s t i t u t i on .  Peop le  need

God ' s  peace ,  t he  k i nd  tha t

even  su rpasses  t h i ngs  t ha t

they  m igh t  no t  unde r s tand .



" A n d   t h e  p e a c e  o f

G o d ,   w h i c h  s u r p a s s e s  a l l

u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  w i l l  g u a r d

y o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  y o u r

m i n d s  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s .

-  Ph i l i pp ians  4 :7  ESV

 

The  Apos t l e  Pau l  spoke  o f

" the  peace  o f  God"  -  t he

k i nd  tha t  gua rds  you r  hea r t

and  m ind  i n  Ch r i s t  Je sus .

Tha t  peace  on l y  comes

th rough  i n t imacy  -  spend ing

t ime  w i th  God  i n  p raye r .



Combine  p raye r  w i th

med i ta t ion  on  God ' s  Word

( the  b ib le )  and  you  end  up

w i th  God ' s  Peace .

 

My  po in t :  I  be l i e ve  i n

he lp i ng  peop le  ou t  w i th

resou rces  bu t  t ha t  w i l l  do

them no  good  i f  t hey  a re

lack i ng  reve la t ion .  We  need

a  pe r sona l  re la t i onsh ip  w i th

Jesus  Ch r i s t  ( Romans

10 :9 , 10 )  so  t ha t  we  can

be l i e ve  beyond  b reak i ng .


